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From the command post  

  

Phil  

 

I hope all of our Club Members had an enjoyable 
Summer!  Itôs been an active year for the MVCC with 
numerous events, now itôs time to wind down and en-
joy the only activity left, our Club Christmas 
Party.  This yearôs events have been spread across 
the Front Range offering Club Members the opportu-
nity to participate in events closer to home thereby 
avoiding long trips.  However, I have noticed that 
event participation has predominantly been the same 
core group of regulars far more often than not.   Iôm 
quite surprised and also disturbed by this trend.   With 
approximately 100 members in the Front Range, I 
would expect that weôd see more members turn out, 

and not just the 10 -15 MVCC regulars.  Reflecting on prior years, we have always 
had far more members participating in events on a regular basis.   As military vehicle 
collectors, we own and restore our vehicles not only to preserve rolling military his-
tory, but in large part for the enjoyment of driving them, displaying them, and edu-
cating the general public  about our vehicles and their history.   We have next yearôs 
calendar of events to look forward to, and I truly hope that some of our MIAôs start 
participating.  Nuff said?  

The Club Officers donôt have a monopoly on identifying events of interest, nor do they 
have the market cornered on being the event Point of Contact.   If you have an idea or 
know of an event in your local area, please let us know! If youôd like to try your hand 
at being an event POC, step up and let us know. 

In closing I want to thank our regulars for their commitment to the Club.   Hope the 
list grows going forward!  

Phil 
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First and foremost I must thank everyone who showed 
up for the 2014 Rocky Mountain MV Rally.  In spite of the 
location change, some iffy weather and being out of the 
metro area we had a pretty good turnout.  And I think 
overall the group had a lot of fun.  It was great meeting 
new and potential members and hanging out with old 
friends.  And despite the forecast the rain wasn't much of 
an inconvenience. 
On to something more serious, and that is the viability of 
our hobby.  As everyone knows by now the supply of 
new vehicles, equipment and parts was stopped cold  for 
a few months thanks to a handful of bureaucrats not lik-
ing the thought of emissions from our gear.  So prices 
spiked while some paper pushers talked over whether or 

not the EPA would allow us to keep getting new trucks.  Luckily, bureaucracy managed 
to make the right decision for once when they concluded that the EPA exception granted 
to the military when these vehicles where manufactured carries over to any secondary 
owners, in other words us.  
   
So all is well that ends well?  Short term, of course.  Long term, maybe not.  Once a 
question has been asked out loud it tends to rattle around in the heads of the wrong 
folks.   With other news events causing those same wrong folks questioning other 
groups getting surplus military gear I suspect we are a long way from hearing the end of 
this discussion.  And on-going discussions tend to expand in scope.  After all when was 
the last time you heard a regulator argue for less rules and regulation?   
   
How long until they make another run at stopping the surplus sales either because of 
bad press about surplus military equipment or some misguided dislike for this type of 
equipment?  While it is easy to assume this just means no more new trucks, once these 
vehicles are singled out it how hard would it be for them to tighten emissions or safety 
regulations enough that we cannot pass inspections?  Once regulations start rolling it's 
very difficult to stop it.  Our best defense against any such move is a good offense.  And 
by that I mean first and foremost being aware of the public image we project when driv-
ing, displaying or showing our vehicles.  And second we should put effort into getting a 
change in Colorado law to officially allow all former military vehicles that are representa-
tive of their service to be registered as Collector Vehicles. 
 
Brendan 



 4 

4   

Chain of command  

Phil Movish, President  

Cell: 720 -413-4626  

 

Brendan Johnson, Vice President  

Cell: 720 -413-9912 

 

Phil Curry, Treasurer  

Residence: 720 -733-1024   

 

Jonathan Hoffmeier, Secretary  

Residence: 303 -622-6274   
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Residence: 303 -622-6274   

 

&%*503z4 4*53&1 

     This yearõs Rally was a great success! Our beautiful campsite was at 

Wilderness on Wheels (WOW) Campground, just a few miles west of the 

town of Grant on CO -285. Brendan and I met Barbara Cramer at the Wingõs 

for Warriors event in Wheat Ridge back in May. She is on the Board of Di-

rectors for WOW, and asked us if weõd like to do some repairs for them. 

Brendan and I agreed and relocated the Rally site. About 20 people at-

tended, and even some new Club Members decided to come up and give us 

a hand. I pulled the Clubõs MKT up the hill with Brendan and Amy Johnson 

following close behind to prevent someone from rear -ending me with my 

slow, but sure uphill progress. Amy Barnes, Amy Johnson, Kathy Raasch 

and Carol Hoffmeier prepared and served all of their planned, tasty meals 

from the Clubõs MKT which performed flawlessly again. The crew repaired 

the boardwalks, tent platforms, a golf cart and even did a little plumbing. 

Barbara and her husband Bill were very happy with the tasks the Club 

completed.  

 

Army life was rough. Would you believe it, they actually wanted me to pitch three 

times a week. 

Whitey Ford 
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Personal 201 file  

Born: Philip Jay Movish in New York City on January 16, 1950.  I grew up in Greenwich, Connecticut.  I 
never saw much of my father as after his AAF service in WWII flying a B -17, as a PhD chemical engi-
neer, he spent the majority of his time developing chemical/biological weapons at Ft. Detrick, MD or 
killing sheep at Dugway Proving Ground in Utah.  I started collecting military vehicles at age 16. My first 
vehicle was a 1944 Willyôs MB which I drove through high school. Without a top it was lots of fun driving 
it to school in Connecticut winters!  After graduating high school I attended Florida Institute of Technol-
ogy initially studying aerospace engineering (I wanted to work for NASA back then!). However I decided 
to take some time off from college.  My timing was not the best, as shortly after dropping out of college 
I was drafted into the U.S. Army.  I had the distinct honor of being No. 32 in the first draft lottery - then 

a one-way ticket to Vietnam!  Instead of kicking around I found myself at Ft. Dix for basic training.  My 
military career ended shortly thereafter as a result of an accident and medical disability. I decided to 
change my career direction and completed my degrees in electrical engineering at the University of New 
Haven and graduate studies in Finance at Yale University.   
 
My first career position was with the United Illuminating Co. where I was assigned to the Test Engineer-
ing Dept. involved in startup and testing of high voltage transmission lines, generating stations and sub-
stations.  I transferred to the System Planning Dept. and performed transmission and generation plan-
ning studies. After six years, I moved to the Nebraska Public Power District where I was responsible for 
planning a 1500 mile EHVDC transmission line between Manitoba, Canada and Nebraska.   
In 1979 I began my career in utility consulting which continues to this day.  Since that time Iôve worked 
for two international consulting engineering firms where I held the positions of Manager ï Generation 
Services, Executive Consultant, and Director of International Business. Iôve worked in 41 countries as of 
last count, and for some time was based in London and Sydney.  My consulting specialties include trans-
mission and generation planning, utility financing programs, rates and cost of service studies, contract 
negotiation and provision of expert testimony on utility matters before state and federal agencies and in 
courts of law.  I had the honor of being an expert witness against Enron in nine major federal court 
cases. 
 
In late 1992 I moved to Denver and became an Owner/Partner of Energy & Resource Consulting Group, 
LLC, where I continue to consult for electric utilities, utility regulators, law firms, financial institutions 
and insurance companies on operational, regulatory, financial and contractual matters.  I am also a cer-
tified appraiser specializing in utility and heavy industrial equipment.  
I am blessed to have four wonderful children: Bill (London), Andrea (San Francisco), Charles (Fair Oaks, 
CA) and Elizabeth (Citrus Heights, CA).  Iôm still waiting for grandchildren however!  I am also blessed 
these days to have Jennifer as the love of my life!  
 
Iôve had the honor of being the President of the MVCC for a number of years. No-one else seems to 
want my job!  
 
My current roster of vehicles:  
1954 M43 USAF Flight Line Ambulance 

1970 M35A2 Troop/Cargo Truck 
1974 Swiss Army Steyr 710M Pinzgauer Troop/Cargo Carrier with 1.25 Ton Cargo Trailer 
1975 Swedish Military TGB-1313 Command/Communications Truck 
1993 USMC M998 HMMWV 
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Club history  
 

I was perusing through some old Club newsletters given to me by Member Fred LaPerrierre, and 

thought it would be interesting to reprint a page here. We have sure come a long way in our news-
letter publishing, as our old newsletters look like they were printed using the antiquated 

ñMimeographò method. The following is a verbatim copy of the minutes from the March 1988 
ñRocky Mountain Newsletterò, the forerunner of the OD NEWS. During this time we were referred 

to as the Rocky Mountain Military Vehicle Historical Society, or RMMVHS. Iôm sure some of you ñold 

timersò will remember some of these folks and the events. Enjoy! 
 

Minutes from the February 5th meeting: 

 

The meeting started at 7:50 p.m., lasted 1 hr. 10 min. and was followed by an exceptional slide show by Russ 

Morgan about his trip to Truk Lagoon. 

 

Andy Beck had challenged the weather and brought his 1943 GPW for display in the gym. 

 

Subjects covered in the meeting: 

 

1. St. Patrickôs Day Parade 

2. Association for Living History & RMMVHS get-together at Watsonôs Soda Fountain. Itôs a date! 

3. Association for Living History & RMMVHS working together to restore some of the artillery pieces in 

front of some of the V.F.W. halls in exchange for the use of the equipment for our parades. 

4. OCC Report: Jeff Bombay 

        A. Swap Meet, need 10 volunteers to help. 

        B. Cost of trophies at car shows. 

        C. State is talking about dropping the Collector Series ñexemptò status in the emission program. 

 

The Executive Committee: Andy Beck, Eric Englehard, Lawrence Eddy and Wally Fryer. 

Newsletter Editor: Mike McCoy 

Board of Directors: The Executive Committee and Directors-At-Large, Ernie Stumpf and Russ Morgan. 

Old Car Council Rep: Jeff Bombay; alternate, Roger Condron. 

 

Feature article for April issue of the newsletter will be written by Dick Manyik. 

 

Committees: 

 

Sign: Tracy K., Roger C., Chester K., Andy B.,  

Activity: Jeff B., Roger C. 

Use of Firearms, uniforms, etc.: Dick M., Rob B., Wallie F. 

1989 IMVCC Convention: Fred C., and ??? 

 

Munchie box for March is Ernie Stumpf, THANKS, Ernie! 
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Military humor  

A friend of mine at work was a C-5A and C-141B Crew Chief for 10 years. She tells me this stuff 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΦ wŜŀƭ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǳǇǎ ƛƴ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ άтумϦ !ƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ CƻǊƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
"innovative" solutions of Air Force aircraft maintenance technicians: 

Problem: "Left inside main tire almost needs replacement."  
Solution: "Almost replaced left inside main tire."  
 
Problem: "Test flight OK, except autoland very rough."  
Solution: "Autoland not installed on this aircraft."  
 
Problem: "The autopilot doesn't."  
Signed off: "IT DOES NOW."  
 
Problem: "Something loose in cockpit."  
Solution: "Something tightened in cockpit."  
 
Problem: "Evidence of hydraulic leak on right main landing gear."  
Solution: "Evidence removed."  
 
Problem: "Number three engine missing."  
Solution: "Engine found on right wing after brief search."  
 
Problem: "DME volume unbelievably loud."  
Solution: "Volume set to more believable level."  
 
Problem: Dead bugs on windshield.  
Solution: Live bugs on order.  
 
Problem: Autopilot in altitude hold mode produces a 200 fpm descent.  
Solution: Cannot reproduce problem on ground.  
 
Problem: IFF inoperative.  
Solution: IFF inoperative in OFF mode.  
 
Problem: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick.  
Solution: That's what they're there for. 

 

Neither the Army nor the Navy is of any protection, or very little protection, against aerial raids. 

Alexander Graham Bell 
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Honoring George T. Sakato  

For the Veterans Day Parade in Denver, the MVCC, specifically Gordon Callahan, 

had the great honor of transporting George Sakato a 93 year old Congressional Medal 

of Honor Recipient. The citation for this brave Gentlemanôs award is as follows: 

 

Private George T. Sakato distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in action 

on 29 October 1944, on hill 617 in the vicinity of Biffontaine, France. After his pla-

toon had virtually destroyed two enemy defense lines, during which he personally 

killed five enemy soldiers and captured four, his unit was pinned down by heavy en-

emy fire. Disregarding the enemy fire, Private Sakato made a one-man rush that en-

couraged his platoon to charge and destroy the enemy strongpoint. While his platoon 

was reorganizing, he proved to be the inspiration of his squad in halting a counter-

attack on the left flank during which his squad leader was killed. Taking charge of the 

squad, he continued his relentless tactics, using an enemy rifle and P-38 pistol to stop 

an organized enemy attack. During this entire action, he killed 12 and wounded two, 

personally captured four and assisted his platoon in taking 34 prisoners. By continu-

ously ignoring enemy fire, and by his gallant courage and fighting spirit, he turned 

impending defeat into victory and helped his platoon complete its mission. Private 

Sakato's extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest 

traditions of military service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the United 

States Army. 
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We need ideas for alternate locations for the monthly meetings. This is something the 
Members have told the Officers they wanted for quite some time now.  
 
Speaking of locations, anyone have any ideas for the Rally location next year? 
 
Do you have a Club T-Shirt? Need a new one? Contact me if you need one or two. 
 
Anybody fly fish? I would love to learn how. My Dad gave my a nice fly rod, a few reels 
and lots of flies...made me promise him Iôd learn the sport. Maybe we could make this 
a Club event, a tailgater with lunch and maybe some frosty cold adult beverages. 
Probably leave the fuel hog MVôs at home though. 
 
We have a Classifieds page in the ODN, and I try and keep up with the wanted stuff 
and the for sale stuff. Let me know if you are looking to barter, buy or sell anything 
military oriented. Also tell me when you have sold something, or no longer want some-
thing that was listed. Help me keep the pages up to date.  
 
The Club does own some special tools for the Deuce and the 5 Ton Cummins. Let me 
know what you need and Iôll see if itôs in the tool box. 
 
Is your Wife, Girlfriend or significant other bored at home while you attend Club sanc-
tioned events? Bring óem along! That Motorpool youôve been dreaming of just might 
become a reality if they share the interest with you. Donôt ask me how I know this. 
 
Iôm always needing photos and articles for the ODN. I prefer how-to and Motorpool tips 
and tricks type articles, but Iôll take just about anything. I know, you canôt write. Send 
it to me anyway, I donôt care if itôs on a cocktail napkin...I can work some magic with 
just about anything. Yes, I will credit you for the article, and maybe buy you lunch.  
 
All the Club Officers and a few other Members have submitted a biography for publish-
ing in the ODN. Itôs obviously not a requirement, but share with us who you are. You 
donôt have to have any fantastic accomplishments (look at my bio), but a brief history 
of your great life would be interesting.  
 
Our Club database needs to be brought up to date. If you have moved, changed your 
phone number or email, or have changed your vehicle inventory, send us an email and 
let me and Phil Curry know. 

 
Jonathan 
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2014 Wilderness on Wheels Club Rally  

Amy, Brendan, JR and the MKT  Randy making parts for the golf cart 

Daren Williamsonôs CUCV Fishing Pond and Boardwalk 

Saturday Night Bonfire Brendan Johnsonôs  Deuce at the Entrance 


